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Front Row (L to R): Sushila Shah, Janna Fortune, Deborah Washington,

Congratulations to our Winter class of 2010

Kyleah Sands, Patricia Day, Taydie Drummond, Lelia Gibson-Green.

Second Row (L to R): Allyson Hadley, Victoria Silva, Lesia Wortham, Judge
Gilbert, Linda Samelson, Arthur Wright.

Third Row (L to R): Lesley Gallacher, Maureen Johnson, Tina Stout, Deborah
Bishop, Kim Gilbert, Mary Anne Aragon, Laura Pelletier, Jerrilyn Brown, Arica
Hay, Barbara Bruce, Kate Simenson.

Back Row (L to R): LaDonna Nelson, Kelly Peterschmidt, Carolyn Spaulding,
Shannon Ray, Rochele Hovasse, Holly Bystedt, Elizabeth Barr, John Dias,
Robert Reiter.

THANK YOU LINDA SAMELSON

Linda volunteered her time to fill in at the front desk for Lena. We can’t
thank her enough for helping us out.




JEAPORDY ANYONE?

Our own Sunni Ball played the role of Alex Trebek for
~ our recent class of trainees. She brought her great sense
| of humor with her and wrapped up chapter 10 training
' with some smiles. We would like to thank all our volun-
| teers who helped with our training. We could not do it
without you!

CASA Booth Volunteers
Wanted for Manitou Action Fair

Volunteers wanted to help man the CASA booth at the Annual Manitou
Springs Community Action Fair.

Sunday, April 18 at the Manitou City Hall
Volunteer Shift 1: 2:30-4:30 (includes booth setup)
Volunteer Shift 2: 4:30-6:00 (includes booth tear down)

If you can help at this event please contact Tracy Sellars at
tracys@casappr.org or 447-9898 x1005

SAVE THE DATE
MFCF NORTH POLE EVENT

The Milton Foster Children’s Fund (MFCF) staff is gearing up for the North
Pole Event. This year it will be held on June 6" so don’t forget to mark your
calendars and spread the word!

The Allocations Committee of MFCF meets the second Tuesday of each
month so don’t forget to complete those applications. The application is
brief and readily available at casappr.org. If you have questions, you may
leave a message for Michelle Geng at 447-9898 ext. 1026, or call her on her
cell at 213-7795.

What's New on the CASA
Website?

Visit casappr.org to hear from volun-
teer Karen Hughes about CASA's TLC
Committee and the importance of cul-
tural diversity.
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Recently closed
cases:

Cynthia Bowden-
Griffin

Michelle Gregg
Carolyn Hodges
Sharron Langhart
Kandy McNeal
H. Paul Roberts
Fayre Ruszczyk
Abigail Schreiber
Judy Thompson

Recently assigned

Cases:

Mary Anne Aragon

Elizabeth Barr

Janice Black

Evelyn Brown

Barbara Bruce

John Courtney

John Dias

Loretta Eggelton

Rose Enyeart

Nelson Frissell

Kim Gilbert

Nikki Glab

Mary Miller

Craig Muhl

Kareen Muhl

Barbara Myers

Tina Stout

Lynn Weber

What is on
Trudy’s mind?
CASA director
Trudy Strewler
Hodge posts a
weekly blog.
visit
WWW.casappr.org
click on...

“Read our Blog”

Court to Help Vets Accused of Crimes get Help

A Veteran Trauma Court is officially opening
in Colorado Springs to help veterans who
may be suffering from post traumatic stress
disorder or other war injuries and who get in
trouble with the law.

The court would be similar to other veterans'
courts established across the country, includ-
ing Buffalo, N.Y., Anchorage, Alaska, Or-
ange County, Calif., and Tulsa, Okla. In those courts, veterans accused of
crimes receive reduced sentences or dismissal of charges if they comply
with terms of their plea agreement, which may include seeking treatment.

El Paso County officials had a news conference Last week and announce the
official opening of the court, which is a five year project that expects to help
approximately 1,500 veterans.

*Story reported on KRDO’s website: www.krdo.com/global/story.asp?s+12043669 Feb 25, 2010.

Volunteers Needed for Light of Hope Event

As many of you know, CASA's annual Light of Hope fundraiser is April 29,
2010. This year's event will feature volunteer advocate, Diana Lynn, and
former CASA child, Alan, who will share his moving story.

We invite you to be a Light of Hope table captain. Table captains simply
invite 11 friends (plus yourself) to join you at this free event (although there
is an opportunity to give). If you have friends and family in mind, who you
know will be inspired by CASA's mission, this is a great opportunity to get
them involved! We are in need of table captains for the breakfast event.

Or, you can help by volunteering your time the day of the event. We are
seeking help in the following areas:

e QGuest Registration

Child Care Providers

Greeters

Room Set-up (evening prior)

Room Set-up (between events)

If you are interested in volunteering your time please contact Karri Baker at
the CASA office at 447-9898 ext. 1006 or by email to

karrib@casappr.org for more details.




Leaving a Legacy for a Better World
Lynne Rosiak believes in giving back to her community. This
philosophy was surely shaped by her work as a relationship
coach through her business, Life Quest Mentoring. We, at
CASA, appreciate Lynne’s giving and generous spirit. We are
honored that she has chosen to give back through CASA as a
member of the Legacy Society.

CASA’s Legacy Society was established to recognize special
individuals, like Lynne, who have included CASA as a benefici-
ary in their will, estate plans, gift annuity, IRA, life insurance
policy, etc. (regardless of the amount). Each year, members are
honored for their special commitment at an intimate reception.
It is a wonderful time to meet and share ideas with like-minded,
philanthropic community members.

We talked to Lynne about her decision to join the Legacy Society...

Why did you decide to join CASA’s Legacy Society?

When I moved to Colorado Springs 3.5 years ago, I wanted to get involved in my community
and leave a legacy that would offer financial support when I transition. I had heard about CASA
and decided that was the organization for me that could best help children who need an advocate.
CASA provides caring, supportive assistance that lets the children who have had abusive home
environments feel safe and loved - something that every child wants and deserves.

Why is it important to you to leave a legacy for CASA’s future children?

I decided to put CASA in my trust because I love and value children, and feel the children are
our future. My intention is to give back to our community and to create a financial legacy that
will help to continue CASA’s services that make this a better community and a better world for
the children.

Have you found benefits to joining a group like the Legacy Society?

The benefit of being a CASA Legacy Society member is that I feel good inside, because I am
leaving a financial legacy that will continue to support all the wonderful services that CASA of-
fers for abused children who have not had loving, family childhood experiences.

To learn more about the Legacy Society, please contact Jill Wright at 447.9898x1002 or
jillw@casappr.org. If you have already included CASA in your will or other planned gift,
please let us know - and thank you! To see profiles of more Legacy Society member visit
www.casappr.org>donate>legacysociety.

SAVE THE DATE-Child Abuse Awareness Resolution

El Paso County Commissioner Sallie Clark will sponsor the “Child Abuse Awareness” Resolu-
tion on April 13, 2010. CASA will be recognized for our collaboration with the community and
DHS to prevent child abuse. Volunteers and supporters are invited to attend.

Board of County Commissioners Hearing Room—County Office Building
27 East Vermijo Avenue, Third Floor starting promptly at 9:00 a.m.



Ext. Name

M L 2 STOP Family Violence Coalition Announces

1001-Mittie Pedraza "Open Doors Campaign' at HBA Home & Garden Show
1002-Jill Wright

1003-Roz Stouffer HBA Home & Garden Show at the Phil Long Expo Center, Friday, March 5 thru Sunday, March 7,
1004-Trudy Strewler Fri. 1 pm - 7 pm * Sat. 10 am - 7 pm * Sun. 11 am - 4 pm . Cost is $6 Adults * $4 Seniors & Military
1005-Tracy Sellars * Kids 12 and under FREE.

1006-Karri Baker
1007-Terry Dickman
1008-RoseMary Jaramillo
1009-Deb Cline
1010-Liane Shupp
1011-D&N Emergency Line
1012-Gina James
1013-Barbara Bowen
1014-Evelyn Callihan
1015-Angela Rose
1017-

1018-Mary Stocco
1019-Sunni Ball
1020-Lona Mayfield
1023-Jennifer McKee
1024-Lois Gracz
1025-Mary Houchin
1026-Michelle Geng
1027-Dolores Martinez
1028-Clinton Cooper
1029-SEPT

1030-Jonathan Whiteman | 1., her agencies include: El Paso County Department of Health and Environment, Safe Passages,
1031-Cely Glasco CASA of the Pikes Peak Region , TESSA, Center on Fathering, Memorial Health System, Army
1032-Jill McCormick Community Service (ACS) -- Fort Carson Family Advocacy, El Paso County Department of Human
1033-Amy Pattin Services, Family Connections.

In 2008, El Paso County Department of Human Services received over 11,000 reports of child abuse,
the highest number of calls in the state and 8% higher than the next closest county which is Denver.
In 2008, 891 incidents of domestic violence were reported in the 80906 zip code and over 330 victims
suffered sexual abuse in El Paso County.

To raise community awareness around these alarming statistics, the STOP Family Violence Coalition
will display the artists painted doors from their "Open Doors" campaign at this year's HBA Home and
Garden Show. Through the "Open Doors" campaign, the STOP Family Violence Coalition is building
awareness around the issue of family violence in El Paso County and to challenge the community to
put an end to family violence.

Real, life-size doors, designed by local artists, students and organizations will be on display through-
out the HBA show confronting the community to take a stand, symbolically opening doors to shed
light on the issue.

The HBA will continue to host the largest, most unique Home & Garden Show for Colorado Springs
by showcasing seven landscape displays totaling over 11,000 sq. ft , designed for Colorado Living,
showcasing sun rooms, water features, fire pits outdoor living areas and all the spring color. come
smell SPRING and let your imagination go wild. Please visit www.OpenOurDoors.org.

SEPT Contact #s .

The following is the list for Focus on Education

emergencies during the “Becoming the Bridge”

visiting and exchange time: Ensuring Successful Outcomes

Weekday call:

Monday —Barbara x 1013

or 314-5008 (cell) Friday, April 9, 2010, 11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Courthouse, 270 S Tejon Street

in the Jury Assembly Room, W113.
Tuesday —Cooper x1028 or

314-5008 (cell) Come and learn: Early Education, Preschool to Prison, Indicator 13, Successfully

Wednesday-Sunni x1019 or  TTansitioning Foster Youth to Higher Education

314-5008 (cell)

Brought to you by: The Best Practices Court, College Invest, School District-11,
School District-49, Project Literacy and El Paso County Department of

Human Services

Thursday — Lona x1020 or
314-5008 (cell)

Friday-Jen x1023 or 314- .
5008 (cell) Please RSVP by March 26" to DHS Staff Development at

E-mail: staffdev@elpasoco.com

Weekend call: Saturday
and Sunday —Tina

314-5008 (cell) For more information contact Marie Parker at 719-444-5470 or

Kia Williams-Maynard at 719-444-5460



SEPT NEWS

Thank you all for the amazing support throughout 2009! We are delighted to report that
SEPT Facilitators collectively contributed 4,101 hours in monitoring visits and exchanges
serving over 300 children.

Weather Reminders:

With the snow falling, it reminds us to send out our weather policy. If SEPT cancels visits/
exchanges, the program manager will contact the staff member working and notify them of
the cancellation at about 1 1/2 hours prior to SEPT start time. Once staff receives the notice,
the SEPT team will call all facilitators and clients with the cancellation.

Notice of Cancellation on Weekdays: by 3:00

Notice of Cancellation on Saturdays: by 2:00 and Sundays: by 11:00

If you are unable to make it to the SEPT site due to weather, illness, etc. and our office
is closed call the SEPT cancellation line at 314-5008 and leave a message that you will
be unable to attend. Please provide as much notice as possible so that we may attempt
to find a back up facilitator.

Save the date:

SEPT ALL FACILITATOR MEETINGS

March 31%" Where: CASA Training Room-Time: 1:00 — 3:00

June 9™ - Where: CASA Training Room-Time: 5:30 — 7:30

September 8™ Where: CASA Training Room-Time: 5:30 — 7:30

December 1% Holiday Event-Where: CASA Training Room-Time: 1:00 — 3:00
CAPTAIN MEETINGS

May 19™-Where: CASA Training Room-Time: 5:30 — 7:00

August 11"™ Where: CASA Training Room Time: 5:30 — 7:00

October 27™ Where: CASA in Cooper’s Office-Time: 1:00 — 2:30

In January, we added Verbal Melee to the core training for new SEPT facilitators thanks to
Officer Ragsdill offering his services. We would like to also open the training for any CASA
volunteer interested in attending. We offer training quarterly so call Lona for specific dates
and times.

RSVP to any of the above mentioned meetings to: Lona Mayfield at Lonam(@casappr.org or
447-9898 x 1020.



Continuing Education Opportunities

TEEN TRAINING FOR ADULTS

You are invited to attend a practical training focused on understanding and successfully advocating for
12-17 year-olds. We will have a teen panel and a panel of community organizations available to answer
questions. In addition we will be covering other helpful topics from development of teens to new laws
for teens in foster care.

The training will be held:

March 30"

5:00pm-8:30pm

Dinner will be provided

Location: Head Start — (2330 Robinson St, 80904)

Please RSVP by March 10™ to Cely Glasco: celyg@casappr.org or 719-447-9898 x1031

In addition, I would like to hear from you about questions you have and topics you would like to be ad-
dressed in regards to adolescents and teens. Please submit your suggestions to celyg@casappr.org by
March 8th. Thank you for your input and I look forward to seeing you there!

Exploring Diversity Issues with Judge Regina Walter

Exploring Diversity Issues series continues in Division J of the Courthouse, 270 S. Tejon, Courtroom 270
W. The series is sponsored by the Minority Overrepresentation Subcommittee of the Fourth Judicial Dis-
trict Best Practices Court.

The sessions are brown bag lunches and are free of charge. Two ethics credits will be sought for each ses-
sion.

March 5, 2010-12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Race, The Power of an Illusion Part 11

Episode 2-The Story We Tell uncovers the roots of the race concept in North America, the 19th century
science that legitimated it, and how it came to be held so fiercely in the western imagination. The episode
1s an eye-opening tale of how race served to rationalize, even justify, American social inequalities as
"natural."

Film and facilitated discussion

April 2,2010-12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Race, the Power of an Illusion Part 111

Episode 3-The House We Lobe In asks, “If race is not biology, what is it?”” This episode uncovers how
race resides not in nature but in politics, economics and culture. It reveals how our social institutions
"make" race by disproportionately channeling resources, power, status and wealth to white people.

Film and facilitated discussion

Please direct any questions to Regina Walter at 448-7757.



MYRNA KRUCKEBERG PRESENTS
MENTAL HEALTH SERIES

Myrna Kruckeberg has graciously volunteered her time to train our wonderful volunteers and staff around men-
tal heath issues. This next series is designed around children. This will help volunteers and staff to acquire an
overview of mental health issues which will be abundant in the populations you are serving. This will enable
you to ask better questions of supervisors, write better reports, separating fact from judgments, and perhaps
learn something about mental health that will be useful to you and your own acquaintances.

Myrna is a psychiatric social worker by education and a therapist. She does therapy, conducts workshops, and
is a consultant to colleagues. She has been a faculty member in the Department of Psychiatry at the Medical
Center in Jackson, Mississippi. Myrna worked in child psychiatry for 15 years and did therapy with emotion-
ally disturbed children and their parents. She is especially interested in how to create family environments
which enhance the growth and development of both parents and children, and she finds her work with both very
rewarding.

All sessions will take place at the CASA office; feel free to bring lunch or dinner. Please reserve your spot for
all sessions by calling Amy at 447-9898 ext. 1033 or amyp@casappr.org.

Below are the dates for the trainings. I am not adding too much detail to the description because as most of you
know Myrna walks the beat of her own drum and we would not have her any other way. So enjoy the surprise
of learning and conversing with Myrna. Don’t forget to add this training to your quarterly report. We have set
the schedule so that the classes repeat in the day and the evening.

PART II PREPARING TO EXPLORE AGES 18-24 MONTHS AND 12-14 YEARS
MARCH 11 5:30-7:30
MARCH 17 11:30-1:30 (Repeat of March 11)

PART III THE EXPLORER AGES 2,4,6, and 14-16 YEARS
MARCH 25 5:30-7:30

MARCH 29 11:30-1:30 (Repeat of March 25)

APRIL 5 5:30-7:30

APRIL 15  11:30-1:30 (Repeat of April 5)

PART IV THE SCIENTIST AGES 3-5 and 16-20 YEARS
APRIL 22 5:30-7:30

MAY 6 11:30-1:30 (Repeat of April 22)

MAY 13 5:30-7:30

MAY 20 11:30-1:30 (Repeat of May 13)

MAY 27 5:30-7:30 (Integration of it all)

CASA WISH LIST ITMES
Large electric skillet Flip video camera
Computers that are Pentium D 2GB RAM or more Laptop computers that are Pentium D or better
Flat screen monitors Carpet Sweeper (non-electric vacuum)

If you have an in-kind donation, please contact the Operations Manager at 447.9898 x1003.



Incarcerated Mothers

One of 20 panels exploring old and new issues surrounding motherhood

The majority of women in prison today are mothers.
Incarcerated mothers without family members to care for their children
risk losing their children to foster care.
Even upon release mothers can have difficulty regaining custody of their children and
reestablishing the trust and emotional ties lost during incarceration.

Professor Paula Johnson recently co-edited the book,
Interrupted Life: Experiences of Incarcerated Women in the United States,
with our Keynote Speaker, Rickie Solinger and others.

Join Professor Johnson, author of Inner Lives: Voices of African American Women in Prison,
to discuss the impact of prison on mothers and families at the

2010 Motherhood Conference
March 12-13, 2010

University of Denver Sturm College of Law

Register at www.law.du.edu/motherhood/registration
For more information, visit www.law.du.edu/motherhood

Free Haircuts for Low-income Women and Children

FREE haircuts are available for women and children who are low-income and/or homeless.
A volunteer with Partners In Housing is offering free haircuts at her in-home salon on the
first and fourth Sunday of every month (except holidays) between 9am and 6pm.

To make an appointment, please call the Hi Stylin' Salon at 641-2550 and ask for Barbara
and tell her that you saw this announcement.

The salon is located at 2839 Valley Hi Ave. (near Airport and
Circle). Appointments will be taken on a first-come, first-
served basis.

This free service includes basic haircuts and styles only. Other
services like perms and coloring will be available at a dis-
counted rate.




SAFETY & RISK ASSESSMENT TOOL

AND

MINIMUM STANDARD OF CARE

This training will take us through the child welfare safety & risk assessment tool, helping us to better under-
stand those dynamics as relates to the minimum standard of care. Accepting that standard has been a chal-
lenge for many of us and enrichment in this area is always a benefit. Oftentimes on child abuse cases, we
also struggle with the difference between what constitutes safety and what constitutes risk for children.
Lastly, we will also be introduced to a useful tool developed to determine a parent’s parental capacity.

The training is set for Thursday, March 11, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. at the CASA office.
Please say you’ll be there!

Please RSVP to Amy Pattin at amyp@casappr.org or 447-9898 1033.

FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR FOSTER
CHILDREN

CASA’s Milton Foster Children’s Fund continues to
grow and this means funds are available to help local

foster children in many ways. It is the time of year when

seniors start preparing for their graduations — ordering

gowns, yearbooks and class rings. For many of the youth

in foster care, it can be a real challenge to fund these
items. Last year MFCF provided assistance with class
rings, letter jackets, graduation invitations and gowns.

If you have a youth who is reaching this very important

milestone, please don’t hesitate to complete an applica-
tion for assistance. Remember, the application is brief
and readily available at casappr.org. If you have ques-
tions, you may leave a message for Michelle Geng at
447-9898 ext. 1026 or call her on her cell at 213-7795.
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FREE BOOKS FOR CASA KIDS

The Colorado Springs book store, Hooked on
Books has offered to donate twenty dollars in
books to each CASA child that comes to the
bookstore with their advocate. This is a great
opportunity to get your CASA children excited
about reading and to give them a book of their
own. The current owner established the special
fund for CASA children in memory of her
brother, Bob Francis who cared greatly for both
books and children. Although “Uncle Bob”
never had children of his own, he wanted to
leave something for the children of Colorado
Springs. All you need to do is bring your
CASA children to the book store, tell them you
are an advocate and receive twenty dollars in
merchandise for your children as well as 10%
discount for yourself.

Hooked on Books is located at: 3918 Maizeland
Rd in Colorado Springs at Maizeland & Acad-
emy in the Maizeland Moors Shopping Center.
Call (719) 596-1621 or email hookedon-
books@qwestoffice.net.

Business Hours: Mon.- Sat. 10 a.m. -6 p. m.;
Closed Sunday.



Foster Family Nominee

Nominator: Agency Name:
Date:
Foster Family Name: Agency of Foster Family:

Foster Family Phone #’s:
Foster Family Address:

El Paso County Department of Human Services wants to recognize foster families who have
done an outstanding job in promoting Family to Family values in El Paso County. Please an-
swer the questions that apply about the foster family’s participation with their assigned case.

1.

3.

4.
5.

What has this family done that promotes a positive relationship with the birth family? What
impact has this had on the children in their care?

What are some actions of the foster family that promote reunification of the children with
their birth family? How has this foster family helped to decrease placement moves or keep
siblings together

How has this family utilized community resources in order to help foster children and/or
their birth family?

Describe this family’s involvement with TDM and Icebreakers meetings.

What else do you feel are the particular outstanding strengths of this foster family?

Please feel free to use additional sheets or back of form for additional information. Please
Jax, e-mail or mail to Janice Henderson no later than Friday, April 2, 2010. Mailing ad-
dress: 105 N. Spruce, Colorado Springs, CO 80905, Fax # 719-444-5597

EMAIL: JaniceHenderson@elpasoco.com

The El Paso County Department of Human Services
would like to thank you for your nomination!

A CASA-KODAK Moment!

Help raise funds for the Milton Foster Children’s Fund by
having your family picture taken ANY time of the year
by photographer, Robin Stieber. She will photograph
you, your kids, grandkids, or even your pets at a location
of your choice for a donation towards MFCF. Suggested
minimum donation is $25. Call for an appointment and
tell your friends! It’s a great way have a cherished keep-
sake forever. Please email robin@thestiebers.com or call
(719) 357-6133 for more information. References avail-
able upon request.
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Discount Tickets for CASA Volunteers

Disney On Ice presents...
100 Years of Magic
at World Arena - March 25 - 28, 2010

Join the celebration as 65 of Disney's unforgettable
characters from 18 beloved stories come to life in Dis-
ney On Ice celebrates 100 Years of Magic! You'll be
captivated by the one and only Mickey Mouse, the
irresistible Minnie Mouse, Goofy, Donald Duck, Jim-
iny Cricket, Pinocchio and all the Disney Princesses.
. Be thrilled by exciting moments from The Lion King;
All the Magical Disney Moments You'll Remember Fonrver! Mulan; and Disney/Pixar’s Finding Nemo, The In-
credibles, and Toy Story films; in a skating spectacular filled with magical Disney moments
you'll remember forever as Disney On Ice celebrates 100 Years of Magic!

CASA volunteers receive special discounted prices!

Discounted Show times:

Thursday, March 25, 2010 at 7 PM (Doors open at 6 PM)
Friday, March 26, 2010 at 7 PM (Doors open at 6 PM)
Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 11 AM (Doors open at 10 AM)
Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 7 PM (Doors open at 6 PM)
Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 1 PM (Doors open at 12 PM)

Discounted Prices:
$11.00 — Upper Bowl seats - Thursday opening night only!
$53.00 — Front Row (not discounted)
$37.00 — VIP (not discounted)
$17.00 - Lower Bowl and first eight rows of Upper Bowl (regularly $21.00)
$13.00 - Remaining rows of Upper Bowl (regularly $17.00)

Children under the age of 2 do not require a ticket
Call Whitney at 719-477-2116 to purchase discounted tickets!
Discount is not available at box office locations, online or through TicketsWest

Deadline to purchase discounted tickets is March 19, 2010
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