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CASA Recognized as Leader in the Fight Against Child Abuse

National Child Abuse Prevention Month is focus of CASA and Community Leaders

April 2, 2008, Colorado Springs, CO—10,000 reports of child abuse and neglect were made to El Paso County’s Department of Human Services last year, said Trudy Strewler, Executive Director of CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates).  “Too many times in the last year Colorado Springs residents have been horrified by headlines of children being beaten, molested, and even dowsed in gasoline and set on fire.  These stories are unimaginable to most of us, but they are a reality in the Pikes Peak Region and the numbers continue to rise.”

“In recognition of the occurrence and devastating effects of child abuse in our community, I am pleased to announce that the El Paso County Board of Commissioners and the City of Colorado Springs have signed resolutions proclaiming April 21, 2008 to be “CASA Day,” said Strewler.

In the City's resolution, Mayor Lionel Rivera calls upon all citizens to join in CASA’s efforts to prevent child abuse and asks for volunteers to be "a child's voice in court."  

The month of April is recognized nationally as Child Abuse Prevention Month and CASA, along with prominent community leaders, will reach out through several events bringing awareness to this critical issue and striving for more community involvement.  CASA is hosting the Eighth Annual Light of Hope Fundraiser on April 25 at the Antlers Hilton Hotel. Last year, close to 900 supporters attended the breakfast and donated over $260,000 to help CASA serve local children.  

“CASA is a valuable resource in El Paso County and we are grateful for their dedication and service to the community,” said Commissioner Sallie Clark. “All citizens should become more aware of the long lasting negative effects of child maltreatment and its prevention within the County and become involved in supporting CASA’s efforts to ensure that abused children receive advocacy and services that result in them living in safe, permanent homes,” said Clark.

CASA of the Pikes Peak Region is a volunteer-based nonprofit organization that trains and supervises volunteers to represent the best interests of our most vulnerable citizens - victims of child abuse, neglect, and severe domestic conflict. CASA volunteers are appointed by judges to be a voice for these children in court and in the community. The desired result is that children be placed in safe, loving homes where they can thrive.

On the eve of its 20th year anniversary, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region has served more than 5,000 children since its inception in 1989. Colorado Springs attorney and former juvenile court magistrate, Dave Johnson has seen the power of CASA’s work in the courtroom. “I can tell you of the dedication and hard work of these volunteers and what an incredible resource CASA is to those who make the decisions about the future of these children,” said Johnson.  Many El Paso County District Court judges agree. "A CASA volunteer is often the only set of eyes that is focused in the needs and wellness of the child," said Magistrate Evelyn Sullivan.

"During the month of April and beyond our hope here at CASA is that the citizens of this great community will stand up against abuse by making a donation or volunteering,” said Strewler.

Donations may be made online at www.casappr.org or by calling 447-9898, x1008.  For information on CASA volunteer opportunities visit www.casappr.org or call 447-9898, x1006.

###
History of the CASA Movement

In 1977, a Seattle Superior Court Judge named David Soukup was concerned about trying to make decisions on behalf of abused and neglected children without enough information. He conceived the idea of appointing community volunteers to speak up for the best interests of these children in court. He made a request for volunteers; 50 citizens responded, and that was the start of the CASA movement.  Today, there are more than 50,000 advocates serving in 948 state and local program offices nationwide. CASA programs across the country are known by several different names, including Guardian ad Litem, Child Advocates and Voices for Children. Since the inception of CASA advocacy, volunteers have helped well over 1,000,000 children find safe, permanent homes in which they can thrive.
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