[image: image1.png]" CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF THE PIKES PEAK REGION



Contact:

Tracy Sellars
PR & Communications Manager
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region

719-447-9898, x1005

tracys@casappr.org
Mission Statement
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region provides a volunteer's voice in court for children who are victims of abuse, neglect or domestic conflict and promotes community awareness of these issues to ensure safe and permanent homes.

Vision Statement
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region ensures safe environments and lasting homes where children in need can thrive. 

Statement of Purpose
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region was founded to train volunteers as advocates for victimized children and to educate the community about abuse and neglect. 

Through comprehensive training programs, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region educates a carefully screened and selected group of volunteers about child abuse, neglect and domestic relations conflicts. They learn about the dynamics of child abuse and neglect, child development, advocating within the court system, the roles of the Department of Human Services, the judicial system, and many of the community resources available to children and families involved in these cases. The volunteers continue their training through regular in-services that provide additional information and support. 

The volunteers, or CASAs, appointed by the Court, generally work on one case at a time. They provide the families and victims of child abuse, neglect and domestic conflict with information on court procedures, community resources, and support. CASAs monitor the court-ordered treatment plan to assure positive progress is being made and to access if the children can be returned home. They write reports to the court, speak up in court and make recommendations as to the child's best interest. They provide factual, unbiased information to the Court about the child's and family's situation and progress, enabling the Court to make more informed decisions in the best interest of the child. 

CASA of the Pikes Peak Region educates the community about factors contributing to child abuse, neglect and domestic conflicts, and how involved individuals can positively impact efforts to end this cycle.

National CASA History

In 1977, a Seattle Superior Court Judge named David Soukup was concerned about trying to make decisions on behalf of abused and neglected children without enough information. He conceived the idea of appointing community volunteers to speak up for the best interests of these children in court. He made a request for volunteers; 50 citizens responded, and that was the start of the CASA movement. 

Today, there are more than 77,000 advocates serving in 933 state and local program offices nationwide. CASA programs across the country are known by several different names, including Guardian ad Litem, Child Advocates and Voices for Children. 

Last year, volunteers across the nation helped 234,000 abused and neglected children find safe, permanent homes in which they can thrive. 

CASA of the Pikes Peak Region Local History

In 1987, studies conducted by the Junior League of Colorado Springs indicated child abuse victims in El Paso and Teller Counties did not have representation and advocacy. CASA (court appointed special advocates) was selected as the best approach to address this growing need and the local chapter was formed. Since 1989, CASA of the Pikes Peak Region has been recruiting, training, and supervising volunteers who advocate for children in the 4th Judicial District (El Paso and Teller Counties). CASA’s goal is to ensure safety and permanency for children whose lives are in turmoil. After 25 years of effective and compassionate advocacy, over 10,000 children’s lives have been changed for the better in the Fourth Judicial District. 

CASA is an affiliate of the National CASA Association.
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